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Sir: 



RESPONSE 



Applicants now respond to the Office Action mailed February 5, 2003. The Examiner 
required restriction to one of the following groups of claims under 35 U.S.C. § 121 : 

Group I, claims 1 to 4, which the Examiner contends are "drawn to a first method, a 
method of performing an enzymatic reaction using an immobilized enzyme with 10% or more 
water content, classified in class 435, subclass ? depending on enzyme." See action at page 2. 

Group II, claims 5 to 10, which the Examiner contends are "drawn to a second method, a 
method of performing an enzyme reaction using an aldehyde as a substrate, classified in class 
435, subclass ? depending on enzyme." Id. 



Group III, claim 1 1, which the Examiner contends are "drawn to a third method, a 
method of enzymatically producing an optically active cyanohydrin using an acid substance as 
stabilizer, classified in class 435, subclass ? depending on enzyme." Id. 

Group IV, claims 12 to 15, which the Examiner contends are "drawn to a fourth method, 
a method of enzymatically producing an optically active cyanohydrin using prussic acid in an 
organic phase, classified in class 435, subclass ? depending on the enzyme." Id, 

Group V, claims 16 to 21, which the Examiner contends are "drawn to a fifth method, a 
method of enzymatically producing an optically active cyanohydrin comprising performing a 
distillation, classified in class 435, subclass ? depending on enzyme." Id. 

Applicants elect Group I, claims 1 to 4. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge any 
additional required fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 
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